Joy Bells

Joy Bells is an opportunity to help those in need this
Christmas. We provide a full Christmas Dinner and
funds for gifts for the children of families in need.
Karyla P. and Jeannine Q. have agreed to coordinate
this drive, now in its 29th year!
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We ask that you either donate cash to the Joy Bells * ,
program (write a check to Wyoming United Meth- J(")y Beﬂ% *
odist Church and put “Joy Bells” in the memo) or purchase
$25-$50 gift cards at Target or Walmart and bring them to the church--

whichever is easiest for you.

We will see that the families receive the gift cards and a coupon from Bruce’s Foods for a
Christmas Dinner for their family. We’re hoping and praying that you will be generous as
always, so we, Wyoming United Methodist Church, can do our part to bring a blessed Christ-
mas to the children and their families. If you have any questions, please call Karyla at 605-

680-3208. Deadline for turning in gift cards and donations will be Monday, December 1.

Wyoming UMC . 651-462-5276 - wyomingunitedmethodist.org

Pastor Jeff’s email: jeffspeaks.mn(@gmail.com « Church email: office.wyomingumc(@gmail.com
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November
Lectionary
Readings

November 2

(All Saints’ Sunday)
o Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
o Psalm 149

o Luke 6:20-31

o Ephesians 1:11-23

November 9

oJob 19:23-27

oPsalm 17:1-9

o Luke 20:27-38

o2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,
13-17

November 16

o Malachi 4:1-2

o Psalm 98

o Luke 21:5-19

o2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

November 23

(Christ the King Sunday)
o Jeremiah 23:1-6

o Psalm 46

o Luke 23:33-43

o Colossians 1:11-20

November 30

(First Sunday of Advent)
o Isaiah 2:1-5

o Psalm 122

o Matthew 24:36-44
oRomans 13:11-14
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Y second harvest

*HEARTLAND

November Mission Focus: Second Harvest Heartland
This November, our church will collect donations for Second Harvest
Heartland, one of the nation’s largest hunger relief organizations. They are
seeing a sharp rise in people seeking food assistance and are preparing for
a possible surge if SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)
benefits stop on November 1. With one in five Minnesota households
already food insecure, the need continues to grow. Local food shelves

are struggling with supply issues and cannot meet the demand alone, but
Second Harvest Heartland is working tirelessly to fill the gap and supply
shelves throughout our area. Financial gifts make the greatest impact—
every $1 provides 3 meals for our neighbors in need. Please give generously
this month to help feed families and change lives. Checks may be written

out to Wyoming UMC. Please write “FOOD” on the memo line.

All-Saints Sunday
On Sunday, November 2nd, we will celebrate All-Saints Sunday, a day in

which we remember that we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witness-
es” as we sojourn through this life. (Heb. 12:1) It is a day to acknowledge
the great saints and martyrs of the church, and the ordinary believers who
have gone on to glory. Those who attend this service will have the opportu-

nity to light candles in honor of loved ones who have died in the past year.




From the Pastor...

Fall is my favorite time of year. I love being outside in the brisk au-
tumn air and seeing the trees and forests set ablaze with color. As
much as I am decidedly not a fan of it being dark when my alarm
goes off every morning, there is something special about seeing the
sunrise when I take my dog for her morning walk before I drive to the
church. I get to see my children bursting at the seams with excitement
over Halloween, picking out their costumes and getting ready to go
trick-or-treating with their parents. Then in just a few weeks it’s one
of my favorite holidays: Thanksgiving. I love cooking Thanksgiving
dinner. I spend all day in the kitchen, inhaling the aromas of roasting
poultry and fresh sage and thyme, and then I get to have a feast with
people I love. It’s a joyous day.

Yet as I look forward to that day, 'm painfully aware of the struggle
that so many people right here in Minnesota are experiencing in find-
ing enough to eat. Because of the government shutdown, it is estimat-
ed that 440,000 people in our state are going to be losing their SNAP
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits. This means
that people in our state, in our cities and towns, are going to seriously
struggle to bring home enough food to meet their nutritional needs.
As followers of Jesus, as members of the body of Christ, we are called
to take action to care for our neighbors in this time of need. We are
charged by our Lord to feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, wel-
come the stranger, clothe the naked, and visit the sick and the prison-

er. He tells us, “As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren,
you did it to me.” (Matt. 25:35-40).

The best way to respond to this is by leaning into our mission focus
for November — Second Harvest Heartland. I urge all of us to give
generously as they attempt to help keep our food shelves well stocked
to meet this increased need. In doing so you are meaningfully wit-
nessing to Christ in a world filled with need.

- Pastor Jeft

November
Celebrations
Birthdays

11-01 Scott K.
11-02 Dick S.
11-05 Nicholas J.
11-08 Karl L.
11-09 Emma A.
11-10 Glenna Q.
1n-11 Rondy Q.
1-17 Aiden V.
11-18 Yvonne B.

* If we don't have your special date listed,
please contact the church office!

Worship Song

Suggestion Box

In the lobby there is a small
suggestion box for you to use
to request hymns and worship
songs that you would like to see
incorporated into our worship
services. Whether it’s a ne-
glected classic from the hymnal
you are fond of or a contempo-
rary piece, write down the title
(and the artist if possible) and
we will try to find a Sunday to
add it to the service.

A New Lectionary Year

With the beginning of the season of Advent, the
liturgical calendar of the church begins anew. This
also will mark the beginning of a new cycle of scrip-
ture readings from the Revised Common Lection-
ary. The RCL is divided up into a three-year cycle
of readings, each of which focuses on one of the
three synoptic gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke
(John does not get its own year, but it is frequently
read during holy days of the church and it gets a
little extra time during Mark’s year). When | came
to Wyoming UMC, we were in the middle of Year
C, which is centered around the Gospel Accord-
ing to Luke. On Sunday November 30th, the first
Sunday of Advent, we will turn our attention to
Matthew, the gospel for Year A. Written some-
where between 75 and 90 CE and traditionally
attributed to Matthew the Apostle (the reformed
tax collector), Matthew’s gospel collects some of
the best-known teachings and parables of Jesus, in-
cluding the Sermon on the Mount. It also has a dis-
tinctly Jewish character to it, as Matthew’s gospel
is very concerned about the relationship between
Jesus and prophecy and Jesus as the fulfillment of
the law of Moses. As always, | encourage you to
read along with the lectionary texts each week as a
guide to your private bible study. If reading all four
texts is too much, then the gospel reading is a great
place to start!

5 Pop-up Choir
= Singers! Sunday, Dec. 21st is
=== > our Lessons and Carols service.
J Accompanist Kathy Webb will
J direct a holiday choir, with one

30 minute rehearsal after wor-
[ ship the Sunday before (Dec.
14), and a warmup before the
Lessons and Carols. Anyone age 12 and up, re-
gardless of previous choir singing experience, is
welcome! Come make a joyful noise this holiday
season! Sign-up in the lobby before November 24.
More information: kathysuewebb(@gmail.com

Fall Dinner

This year’s fall dinner was a great success! So many
people volunteered to cook and serve and the peo-
ple from the community showed up in droves. We
had approximately 350 people come to our church
to eat the delicious food you served, and we raised
$4251.00 for the Lakes Center for Youth and
Families (up nearly 16% from last year). Thank you
so much to everyone who took part in this event
and a special thank you to Val Verdoorn for her
leadership in organizing it!

Christmas Tea

Women are invited to a lovely Christmas Tea on
Thursday, December 4 at 1:30 PM, featuring

a festive program, delicious goodies, and time
to socialize with friends old and new. We'll also
have drawings for gift baskets, treats, and beau-
tiful creations from our Stitch 'n’ Rip Quilters!
Those who wish may contribute to our Joy Bells
program, which provides Christmas gifts and a
full holiday dinner for children, youth, and fami-
lies experiencing a time of struggle.

If you’re planning to attend, please watch for an
RSVP signup sheet coming soon in the nook.

If you’re able to help with planning, setup, or
serving, please sign up now on the Helpers

sheet or talk with Deb M.
Come and bring a friend!

O taste and see that the

LORD is good;
How blessed is the man |8
who takes refuge in Him!
Psalm 34:8

0



	List Box 77: []
	List Box 78: []
	List Box 79: []
	List Box 80: []
	List Box 81: []
	List Box 82: []
	List Box 83: []
	List Box 84: []
	List Box 85: []
	List Box 86: []
	List Box 87: []
	List Box 88: []
	List Box 89: []
	List Box 90: []
	List Box 91: []
	List Box 92: []
	List Box 93: []
	List Box 94: []
	List Box 95: []
	List Box 96: []


