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UMCOR Collection This Month 
In May we will be collecting funds for UMCOR (United Methodist 

Committee on Relief). This is the organization that responds to 

climate disasters as well as global health crises here in America 

and around the world. They help victims of wildfires, storms, 

floods as well as those suffering with polio, malaria, and Ebola. 

UMCOR responded to 55 disasters last year which were compli-

cated by the global pandemic. 

The funds we collect in May underwrite UMCOR’s administrative 

costs so that all designated gifts will go to the disaster/crisis you 

specify at the time of the event. Your gifts ensures UMCOR's  

response in times of crisis so that 100% of gifts to UMCOR help 

those who need it most. Please mark your check or envelope 

“UMCOR” and send it to the church or place it in the offering 

plates at the worship services. 

UMCOR acts as the hands and feet of Christ’s church, moving 

towards the most vulnerable in their time of need. Helping peo-

ple in their darkest days doesn’t have to be something “they” do, 

it can be something “we” do. We hope that you will give gener-

ously in May so that we, along with our United Methodist con-

gregations around the globe, can share compassionate relief in 

the midst of devastation. Until then, let’s be praying for the  

volunteers, the lives they touch, and for hearts to be moved. 

Thank you, Missions Team 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 

5459 E Viking Blvd., PO Box 247  

Wyoming, MN 55092 

 

Dave Freemore’s Book 

Deerly Beloved, a newly released book of 

light-hearted short stories by Dave Free-

more, is available now on Amazon, in both 

paperback and e-book forms. This book is 

based on heartwarming, humorous adven-

tures of over 56 years in Minnesota, cen-

tering around deer-hunting season, maple 

syrup rituals and fun with friends and fami-

ly in nature. 

Proceeds from the book will benefit non-

profits like Second Harvest Heartland and 

Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge. 

 

Summer Intern 
Beginning June 1, we will have a pastor in-

tern working with Pastor Holly on a regular 

basis. Allie Boettcher, who has grown up in 

this church, is coming back this summer to 

try out pastoral ministry. 

The program sponsoring her work with us 

is called the ELI Project, which is designed 

to help raise up the next generation of 

passionate, spirit-filled leaders. During her 

ten weeks working with us, she will have 

opportunities to plan worship, preach, lead 

a Bible study and provide pastoral care. 

Worship Services 
in May 
In May we continue talk-
ing about love and how we 
can love one another as 
Christ first loved us. Based 
on a book called Love is the 
Way: Holding on to Hope in 
Troubling Times by Bishop 
Michael Curry we will talk 
about what Christian love 
looks like in these trou-
bling times.  

May 2 

Love’s Impact 
Matthew 22:34-40 

May 9  
Mother’s Day 
Who is My Neighbor? 
1 John 4:17-19 

May 16 

Overcoming Divisions 
Philippians 2:1-11 

May 23 

Let Your Light Shine 
1 John 1:1-7 
Guest Preacher, Bea Zaruba 

May 30 

Guest Preacher,  
Denny Hebrink 

 



From the Pastor . . . 
As we start to get some warmer weather in Minnesota and contemplate what 

freedoms we’ll have as summer arrives, I’m looking forward to taking some time 

to relax and renew. Though we still can’t travel far and wide because of COVID, 

we can still more readily step outside our doors and get a breath of fresh air and 

enjoy nature’s beauty. 

It’s been a long hard winter, but we have made it through! I want to thank all of 

you for your attention toward and love for one another as we have been gather-

ing back again in our worship space. I’m grateful for your distancing and masking 

and treating each other with loving care as we navigate these days together. Not 

all of us have had the chance to be fully vaccinated yet, so thanks to all of you 

who are helping one another stay safe. 

As spring approached, I realized that I hadn’t taken any of the vacation or contin-

uing education that I am allowed each appointment year (June 30-July 1) and so I 

will be taking a few weeks here and there before the year is up. I’m taking one 

week of Continuing Education and one week of vacation at the end of May, al-

lowing all of us to hear Bea Zaruba and Denny Hebrink preach again! In June I’ll 

be taking another couple of weeks off and Linda Richnofsky and Marty Raths 

(one of our long-term preachers during my Renewal Leave last summer) will be 

our preachers. 

As of this writing, I am now fully vaccinated, two weeks following my second 

shot of the Moderna vaccine. Getting my second shot felt like crossing the finish-

ing line of a marathon and the last two weeks have felt like taking a couple of 

cool-down laps following the race. Though I have never run in a race, I often see 

in the faces of the racers, the exuberance and relief of crossing the finishing line, of 

completing the race. 

As we continue on this journey together, let us make sure that no one is left be-

hind, that everyone makes it across the finish line as we are all in this together. 

I’m looking forward to working with Allie this summer as she interns at our 

church. She has expressed an interest in being a pastor and I’m sure you will all 

welcome and encourage her on this journey. Thank you for your faithful love and 

care for her and others as they grow in faith. 

Thank you for being church. 

~ Pastor Holly 

Volunteers Needed 
As we continue to worship in person and online, we’re look-

ing for people who would be willing to help in the sound 

booth on a regular basis. Ideally, we need 2 people each 

week, one running the slides on the projector and monitor-

ing the microphones in the room, the other person making 

sure the sound and video are streaming well to the online 

community. If you are interested in helping with one or both 

of these, please talk with Pastor Holly. We look forward to 

having your help with these vital ministries! 

Minnesota FoodShare 
Thank you to all those who donated during the month of 

March to Minnesota FoodShare. We designate our funds to 

go toward the Friday backpack food for the Wyoming Ele-

mentary students in need. We collected $1880 which is 

about $100 more than we donated last year. Great job! 

Thank you all! 

 
Adult & Teen Challenge 2021 Gala 
Join MN Adult & Teen Challenge online gala on Friday, 

May 21 at 7PM. Attendance is free, donations gladly ac-

cepted. Visit mntc.org/gala to learn more about this 

event and preview and bid on online auction items. 

American Cancer Relay for Life 
The American Cancer Relay for Life Paper Shred Drive is 

on Saturday, May 8 from 9-11AM at the County Market 

parking lot in North Branch. For $20 you can have 

shredded two grocery bags worth of personal docu-

ments. Email Jill at jillmbehnke@gmail.com or simply 

come to the event! 

Alex Boettcher is gradu-

ating from High School 

and you are invited to 

his open house! The 

open house is at 3549 

172nd Lane NE, Ham 

Lake, MN 55304 and will 

be held Saturday, June 

5th 2-5pm. Congratula-

tions to Alex! 


