All Saints Sunday

Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Sunday. On that Sunday we will be lighting a candle and remembering
those we love that we have lost to death in recent
years. As we participate in this time of remembrance
we will light candles as Pastor Holly reads the names of
those we have lost.
In order to incorporate this time of remembrance in
both the online and in-person worship services, please
get to the church office by 8 a.m. Wednesday, October
28 the name of the person (or people) you want remembered.

He
has made
everything beautiful
in its time.
Ecc. 3:11

October 2020
In-Person Worship

Beginning on Sunday, October 4, we will be having in-person worship for those who are wanting to
worship in the church building. Please come to our first in-person worship if you feel safe doing so.
Masks and 6-foot distancing, where possible, are required. Even though worship will not feel the
same as it did “before,” the Holy Spirit will be with us as we safely gather.
Guidelines for attending worship in person


If you are sick, have a fever, or present any COVID-19 symptoms or have been exposed to anyone with COVID-19, PLEASE STAY HOME.



If you begin to feel unwell, please leave immediately.



Please practice physical distancing.



Please NO high fives, handshakes or hugs.



Please limit fellowship inside the building before and after the service. If you desire to fellowship with others, we encourage you to do it outside.



Practice good hand hygiene!!!



Hand sanitizer, masks, and gloves will be available.



Face masks are required.



Gathering area seating will be set up to accommodate physical distancing. Please sit
with members of your own household and limit close interaction with others.



Please remain in your seats after the service until you are dismissed.



There will be no nursery or children’s ministry. Parents are responsible
for their own children.



Commonly touched areas will be sanitized before the service.



If you have any underlying health conditions that put you at
risk or you don’t feel comfortable with a large gathering,
we recommend that you stay home and worship online
on our YouTube Channel (www.YouTube.com/WyomingUMC)
or request to be mailed a bulletin and sermon.
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From the Pastor . . .

I just read an article by Dr. Aisha Ahmad, assistant professor of Political Science at the
University of Toronto. She wrote about reaching the 6-month mark of the pandemic and
how many people feel, 6 months in to any sustained crisis, like they are hitting a wall.
People feel like they want to “get away” or “make it stop,” whatever crisis they are going through. She assures us, in this article, that this is normal and we need to take a deep
breath and face the next phase of this pandemic with assurance and calm, while at the
same time being gentle with ourselves.

Celebrations

She writes, “there are things we have to do. Work. Teach. Cook. Exercise. But just don’t
expect to be sparklingly happy or wildly creative in the middle of your wall. Right now,
if you can meet your obligations and be kind to your loved ones, you get an A+…roll
with it. Clear away less challenging projects. Read a novel. Download that meditation
app…try to give yourself a mental…’shore leave.’ Short mental escapes can offer respite
and distance from the everyday struggle.”
Friends, I know that we are all in this for the long haul and that we are all in this together. As we begin in-person worship in our church building, I note the competing impulses
of wanting to get back together for worship and the reality that we are facing the second
surge of COVID cases with local schools closing in the aftermath of recent outbreaks.
I’m praying for all of you these days, especially those families whose lives have been
touched directly by a family member being infected by this virus, and those who are navigating work plus schooling their children in their homes. These are difficult times for all
of us, but some of us are going through increased stress because of what is happening to
our families.

This month we’re talking Religion AND Politics, the two
things your grandmother told you never to discuss in
polite company. But we need to take a look at scripture
and apply our Wesleyan tradition, reason and experience
to the scripture and talk about the political realm in ways
that unite rather than divide, engaging in conversations
to create community rather than battlegrounds. We are
already involved in the civic arena as we vote, support
our schools and pray for our leaders. This 4-week series
enables us to talk about politics in a respectful and spiritfilled way with one another.
10/4

Restoring Peace in Politics

John 17:20-23

10/11

Finding Grace in Politics

Luke 14:15-23

10/18

Embracing Opposites

Matt. 5:1-12

10/25

Civic Engagement

Thank You For Your Generosity!

Thank you for your support of the two charities in our
community (The Refuge and Lakes Area Center for
Youth and Families) that we support every October with
the proceeds from our Annual Turkey Dinner. Since we
are not hosting a Turkey Dinner this year, we are asking
you to support these organizations through sending a
donation (online or mail) and marking it ‘Turkey Dinner.’

In this time in history let us be good to ourselves and to one another. Please take time
for yourself if you feel like you have hit a wall. Please consider the needs of others as
you mask up to prevent the spread of COVID-19 as any one of us may not yet have
symptoms but are spreading the virus with our breath. Please consider one another in
love as we continue through this season of uncertainty as we cling to hope.
I’m looking forward to this month’s series on Religion AND Politics as we seek to find
ways to civilly discuss (not debate) matters that are important in how we work together
as a society. We’re seeking to reclaim the heart of democracy. Please join us
online or, if you feel comfortable doing so, in-person, as we explore this
important topic.
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32 ESV
Blessings,
Pastor Holly

October Sermons

*If you do not see your special
date, please let Michelle know!

Your church leaders have decided to donate the budgeted $2500 to the charities. This is the amount we put in
the church budget every year to support the cost of the
Turkey Dinner. It is up to the rest of us to make up the
other $1700 in order to match what we were able to give
them last year ($4200). So far we have collected $1300.
We encourage you to donate this October.

