
From the Pastor… 

Advent joy and blessings to all of you! 

As we enter the season of Advent, an anticipatory time be-

fore Christmas, ‘let every heart prepare him room,’ as we 

make room in our hearts and our homes for Christmas joy. 

I recently heard that the least expensive time to buy a 

Christmas tree is on Christmas Eve, when the price of an 

evergreen tree can be as much as half the cost it would have 

been for all the rest of December. The reason, of course, is 

that no one in the U.S. waits until Christmas Eve to purchase 

and put up a tree, however (I’m told) that putting up the 

Christmas tree is traditionally done on the 24th of Decem-

ber in Germany. We in America do things way earlier than 

that. 

Many of us can’t wait for the Christmas tree to arrive. 

I struggle with finding the right balance in the month of De-

cember. Part of me wants to buy all the perfect gifts, put 

out the Christmas letter early, and bake an enormous 

amount of goodies. And the other part of me wants to relax 

and remember that if you have your family and your health, 

you have everything. 

How to keep the sentiments balanced is always a struggle 

and I never seem to find the perfect solution. 

That’s why I decided to refocus myself on Walking with Jesus 

for my sermons this Advent season. I’ve enjoyed the season 

of gratitude we’ve been celebrating in November and find 

myself wanting to continue to focus on the way that Jesus 

brings light to everyone. Walking with Jesus seems to be a 

great way to reclaim what the phrase “the reason for the 

season” points to. When commercialism and urges to con-

sume more than is healthy for me overtakes me, I find it 

helpful to step back and remember the reason for the season. 

This Advent season, I invite you to walk with Jesus with me. 

May our walk bring good tidings of great joy to our hearts, 

to our families, to our community. 

God bless us all, 

Pastor Holly 

Thank You 

Thank you to all of you who turned in 

your Estimate of Giving cards in No-

vember. Thanks to you we are able to 

continue to plan for ministry into 

2020 and know we can count on you 

to keep us building bridges to Christ’s 

love. We are so grateful for your gifts 

and faithfulness!  

 

 

With Much Gratitude 

Thank you for all of the prayers and 

your generosity before, during and 

after my surgery. Your very generous 

gifts made it possible for me to take 

the time I needed to recover without 

worrying. My husband hit the nail on 

the head when he commented that 

this church "never ceases to amaze 

him." I feel the same way! We are very 

grateful. Love, Michelle & family 

 

December 
Celebrations 

Birthdays 

12-2 Carly K. 

12-7 Brooke B. 

12-8 Dolly A. 

12-9 Derek I. 

12-12 Hans B. 

 Nathan M. 

12-13 Everyn S. 

12-18 Derek S. 

12-20 Brett H. 

12-22  Lucas P. 

12-25 Lily A. 

12-27 Buck B. 

 Chevelle F. 

12-28 Jane R. 

 April L. 

12-31 Dave F. 

 Al J. 

Don’t see your special date?  
Please let Michelle in the office know. 

Christmas Eve Offering 
Our Christmas Eve Offering this year will be given to Minnesota Adult & 

Teen Challenge. 

For over 30 years, Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge has been restoring 

hope to people struggling with drug, alcohol, and other life-controlling 

addictions by addressing their physical, emotional, and spiritual 

needs. Addiction is a national health crisis hurting our communities. Every 

year in Minnesota there are more deaths from drug overdoses than motor 

vehicle accidents. Local churches are instrumental in the success of their 

mission.  

The cost per client in their long-term program is $1186.00 per month. There 

are 11 locations statewide. Each year their need to secure funding grows as 

their census increases and their level of care improves. MN Adult & Teen 

Challenge boldly asks for our prayers and our financial support so they can 

help even more teens and adults recover from their addictions through 

Gospel-centered programming. 

In 2018, 3,030 clients were served in their treatment and recovery programs 

(twice as many as those served in 2013). Seventy-five percent of the long 

term graduates reported NO use of alcohol or drugs in the 6 months prior 

to follow-up interviews taken 6-12 months after leaving the treatment 

program. Sixty thousand students in grades 7-12 experienced one of their 

"Know the Truth" addiction prevention presentations. It will be our pleasure 

to assist them in their mission! 

Pastor Holly is challenging us to consider giving to the Christmas Eve 

offering an amount equal to the amount we spend on all our Christmas gift 

giving this year. Donate at any time during December with your cash or 

checks to Wyoming Church, marked ‘Christmas Offering.’ May God lead 

you to be generous as you bless others as you have been blessed! 

 

Pop Tabs, Box Tops, and Ink Cartridges 
Benefit Wyoming Elementary 

Thanks to all who have been bringing their pop tabs, Box Tops for 

Education and used ink cartridges from your computer printers. We have 

been bringing them to Wyoming Elementary School where our 

contributions are added to all the contributions from families around the 

community. 

 

We recently learned that Wyoming Elementary also participates in “Loaves 

4 Learning.” Clip UPCs from these bread brands: Country Hearth, Village 

Hearth, Artisan Hearth, and Fiber Up. We’ll collect them and bring them to 

Wyoming Elementary with our other collections. 

Christmas Tree  
Decorating Party! 
You are invited to help decorate the 

church Christmas trees in the Fellowship 

Hall and the worship space next Satur-

day, November 30 at 10 a.m.  

Communion Servers 
Wanted 
In the season of Advent we have 

communion every Sunday. If you’re 

available to help with communion 

during the month of December on 

any of those Sundays, please talk to 

Bernie Sausen (our communion 

steward) or Pastor Holly. 

 

Advent Candle  
Lighters 
Every Sunday in December we light 

candles on the Christmas wreath 

during the worship service. If you 

would like to help with lighting can-

dles any time in Advent, please talk 

to Pastor Holly and let her know 

what Sundays you might be availa-

ble. We would like to have different 

people lighting the candles each 

Sunday. 

 

Unexpected  
Company 
Unexpected Company Chorale pre-

sents Home for the Holidays, Friday, 

Dec. 6 at 7:30pm at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Lindstrom and Sunday, 

Dec. 8 at 3pm at Forest Hills Church 

in Forest Lake. All tickets are $10 and 

available at the door, from any cho-

rale member or at their website: 

www.ucchorale.org.  

 

 



Wyoming United Methodist Church 

5459 E Viking Blvd., PO Box 247  

Wyoming, MN 55092 

Worship Services 
in December 

Advent is a season of anticipa-
tion – of great joy and hope. 
Advent is also a reminder that 
there is more to come, that we 
are on a journey toward a new 
reality, a new way of being. 
Come with us on a journey this 
season as we are walking with 
Jesus. 

 
December 1:  

Walking with Jesus:  
In Hope 
Matthew 24:36-44 

December 8:  

Walking with Jesus:  
Making Peace 
Romans 15:4-13 

December 15:  

Walking with Jesus: Joy! 
Matthew 11:2-11 

December 22:  

Walking with Jesus:  
With Love 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 29:  

Questions You’ve Always  
Wanted to Ask 
Matthew 2:13-23 

 

December 2019 

Our Christmas Eve 5:00 pm 

worship service will be a 

traditional service of 

Lessons and Carols as 

together we welcome 

the Christ Child into 

our hearts. This is a 

perfect time to invite 

friends and family to come 

with you, to sing the well-

known songs of Christmas 

and light individual 

candles as we celebrate 

the one who 

brought light into 

the darkness. 

Joy Bells 
Joy Bells Ministry continues this year as we give gifts and a food basket to families in 

need at Christmas. We have received the names of families from the Wyoming and 

Linwood Elementary Schools and need people and groups from the church to “adopt” 

a family and buy Christmas gifts for the children. The church provides a basket of food 

with everything needed for Christmas dinner. If you’d like to make a cash donation, 

please designate it to ‘Joy Bells’ and we will use it to help purchase the food. 

Contributions need to be received by Wednesday, December 4. Thank you for shining 

the light of Christmas love in the lives of these families!  

 

Christmas Pageant 
On Sunday, December 15th, we will have a no-

rehearsal Christmas Pageant for children and 

youth and maybe even an adult or two! We ask 

those who are participating to come at 9:30am 

on that Sunday and find a costume to become 

an angel, a shepherd or a wise one. As the 

service progresses, Mary and Joseph, 

shepherds, angels, and wise ones will come forward and gather around the manger as 

we sing songs of Christmas. Bring your kids and grandkids for this fun time. After the 

pageant portion of the service, the kids will be dismissed to get out of their costumes 

and celebrate a birthday party for Jesus! Come and see what fun this will be! 

 

You’re invited to join us for a time of fellowship, singing of Christmas carols, food,  
and fun as we prepare together for the Christmas Season. 

Donations will be accepted for Joy Bells-- our 24th annual outreach to children  
in the community who may not have a blessed Christmas without our help. 

Wyoming UMC, 5459 E. Viking Blvd. 
651-462-5276 

THURSDAY, 5, AT 1:30 P.M. 
CHRISTMAS TEA 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 


