
From the Pastor… 
 

We have officially entered the season of what I like to call HallowThanks-
mas (Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas), the time when families gath-
er, celebrations ensue and much food is consumed. 
 

The holidays are also a time when we are encouraged to give to coat 
drives, toy collections and other worthwhile causes for those less fortu-
nate. 
 

It feels good to give. In fact, giving actually stimulates the reward centers 
in your brain. God created us to be giving people, which makes sense 
because God created us in God’s image and our God is a giving God. God 
gives all that we have and all that we are—gives us life, breath, skills and 
abilities—and God joyfully gives us all these gifts. In fact, the story of cre-
ation repeatedly says, “And God saw that it was good.” 
 

Our joy in giving isn’t restricted to just money. Our joy also increases 
when we give time and effort to causes and people we value. Giving and 
volunteering helps us and helps our families improve our communities 
and our world. 
 

When we are asked to give, it is an invitation to find greater joy, to in-
tentionally invest in what we value and to show, by our example, what 
has the greatest priority in our lives. 
 

How we spend our time, money and attention demonstrates what we 
value and we are called to be good stewards of all that we have been 
given. How do we take good care of all that God has entrusted to us? 
How do we show we value the relationships, the trust, the responsibili-
ties we have been given? 
 

How do we give thanks for all of our blessings? 
 

This month you’ll receive in the mail a letter that we hope you’ll read 
and a pledge card that we hope you’ll prayerfully consider filling out and 
bringing with you on Sunday, November 24. As you consider all you’ve 
been blessed with this year, we hope this pledge is a joyful response to 
the blessings you’ve been given, a grateful response to God’s over-
whelming love. 
 

This congregation is generous time and time again through Stagecoach 
Days, Fall Dinner, Joy Bells, and hosting guests experiencing homeless-
ness. 
 

Our pledges ensure that we continue to get spiritually fed so that we can 
continue to feed and give generously to the community. 
 

It feels good to give. We give thanks for all that has been given to us. 
 

Thank you for all the ways you give; thanks for being church.  
 

~Pastor Holly 

 
Thank You 

Many thanks for the gift card to 
Mallards Restaurant that you 
gave me for October’s Pastor 
Appreciation Month. Many 
thanks, too, for all the cards and 
well wishes you sent me. I am 
blessed to be your pastor! 
                                ~Pastor Holly 

Fall Dinner Mission 
Success 

Thanks to all of you for your do-
nations and work toward mak-
ing this annual event a success. 
This year we welcomed over 400 
people into our Fellowship Hall 
and collected nearly $4000 to be 
divided between the Lakes Cen-
ter for Youth and Families and 
The Refuge (a shelter for domes-
tic assault victims and their chil-
dren). Thanks to all who cooked, 
baked, ate, donated, worked, 
prayed, served and cleaned up. 
Thanks especially to all of you 
who offered hospitality and wel-
come to people coming into our 
building. You made a difference.  

 
 

Electronic Giving Available 
Several years ago, we set up a convenient new 
way to make your regular or special offerings, 
by placing a ‘Donate’ button on our website. 
With the donate button, you can easily set up  
a recurring giving schedule or make one-time 
contributions. Some of the benefits of electron-
ic giving include: fewer checks for you to write, 
ease of keeping up with your financial pledge 
when you are out of town, consistent income 
for the church. The Donate button is now on 
our website and if you click it you will be di-
rected to a secure site where you can create 
your profile, give a one-time donation, or set up 
recurring contributions. Go on our website 
at  www.wyomingunitedmethodist.org today 
and give it a try! 
 

If you would like to set up automatic payments 
to the church, please talk to Cathy West, or put 
a check mark in that box on your pledge card 
(which will be mailed to you later in November). 

Sunday, November 17, is United Methodist 
Student Day. You’ll have the opportunity to 
give to this special offering (one of six Special 
Sunday offerings of the year) that generates 
scholarships for United Methodist young peo-
ple who might not otherwise be able to 
attend college. When you give generously you 
are supporting these students as they prepare 
for a life that unites faith with knowledge 
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Birthdays 

11-1 Scott K. 

11-3 Audrey B. 

11-5 Nicholas J. 

11-6 Becky H. 

11-7 Ben A. 

11-8 Karl L. 

11-9 Emma A. 

11-10 Glenna Q. 

11-18 Yvonne B. 

 

Don’t see your special date?  
Please let Michelle in the office know. 

St. Andrew’s Family Shelter  
A Warm, Safe Place to Call Home:                      
In response to God's grace for the abundance in our lives, 
we have the opportunity to host at the St. Andrew's Family 
Shelter in Hugo the week of November 24 - December 1. 
This is the week of the THANKSGIVING holiday and what 
better time to express our THANKSGIVING for all we have 
than to help families who are experiencing homelessness? 
 

Two people have already stepped up to host Thanksgiving 
day and night, but you will have the chance to sign up to 
help, also, during our hosting beginning Sunday, November 
24. Two people are needed per shift and there are two 
shifts per day (or the same people can cover both shifts if 
they wish to do so). The dinner shift begins at 5:00 pm. 
There will be a staff person at the shelter during this shift. 
Our volunteers set out a meal (warming it up) that has been 
prepared by the staff, eat and socialize with the families, 
then do dishes. The overnight shift begins at 8:15 pm. A 
staff person will be on hand to fully train the overnight 
volunteers if they have not hosted before. We will lock 
doors for the night, wake up the guests at 7:00 am, set out 
breakfast items, clean up, and leave the shelter at 9:00 am. 
One overnight volunteer can leave before 9:00 am, if 
needed. Volunteers will have have their own room with two 
real twin beds to sleep in complete with a TV and a private 
bathroom with a shower.                                                
 

There are currently five families calling the shelter home 
(the most possible). Last year, we had a grandmother and 
an 8-year-old from Forest Lake at the shelter, so our goal of 
aid for Forest Lake School District students is being 
realized. Thankfully we have the ability to help!                    
 

All who have an interest in serving in this continuation of 
our dedication to serve families experiencing homelessness 
are invited to speak to me, Jane Rylander at 612-772-6868, 
or you can drop me an at jane21475@aol.com anytime. 
Thank you!  

http://www.wyomingunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:jane21475@aol.com


Wyoming United Methodist Church 

5459 E Viking Blvd., PO Box 247  
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Worship Services 
in November 

November 3  

Stepping Into Heaven 

Luke 6:20-23 
 

November 10  

Made for Gratitude 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

November 17  

Give Thanks in EVERY  

Situation? 

Matthew 26:26-30 

 

November 24  

Cultivating Gratitude 

Philippians 4:1-13 
 

November often conjures up 

thoughts in us  of Thanksgiv-

ing and giving thanks. As we 

realize that God has given us 

all that we have and all that 

we are, we pause to remem-

ber all that we have been 

given. All that we have been 

given isn’t meant for us 

alone, but is meant to be 

shared. Come with us as we 

celebrate the bounty of 

God’s grace and give thanks 

with grateful hearts.  

 

 

All Saints’ Sunday 
Sunday, November 3, is All Saints’ 

Sunday, when we remember all 

those we have lost to death in the 

past year. As we remember these 

“saints,” these faithful servants of 

God who we have lost from our 
 

church or from our families, all who wish can come forward at that time 

during the service, share the name and relationship of the saint for whom 

you are lighting a candle and light one of the candles in the front of our 

worship space. Please invite to this service any you know who might ap-

preciate being a part of this time of remembrance.                                 
 
 

Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart 
What a blessing it is to all of us to be a part of such a generous congre-

gation! With the money we raise and then give away to worthy causes 

through such venues as Stagecoach Days, the Fall Dinner and Joy Bells, 

we are constantly and consistently making a difference in our local com-

munity. 

 

In November we also take time to consider what percentage of our in-

come we choose to give back to God through the ministries of Wyoming 

United Methodist Church. Soon you will be receiving your 2020 Estimate 

of Giving Card. When you receive the card, take time to prayerfully con-

sider how you would like to support the ministries of your church with 

your financial gifts. Consecration Sunday is Sunday, November 24. In the 

worship service on that Sunday we will consecrate our gifts to God 

through Wyoming United Methodist Church. Those who have formally 

joined this church have promised to support its work through our pray-

ers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness. Those who are 

friends and regular attenders of this church also pledge their prayer and 

financial support to God’s work through this church. Please consider 

what God is calling you to give as a way of saying thanks to the one who 

gives us life. We are so greatly and generously blessed by God. Let us 

prepare our hearts to give thanks! 

 

 

Joy Bells Ministry 
Joy Bells Ministry enables families in the Linwood and  

Wyoming communities to have a little more joy in their 

Christmas celebrations. We receive the names of families 

from the Wyoming and Linwood Elementary schools, then 

people or groups from the church “adopt” a family and buy 

Christmas gifts for the children. The church provides a basket 

of food with everything needed for Christmas dinner. 
 

Joy Bells will be available on Sunday, November 24, for those 

who wish to adopt a family. We also encourage people to 

make cash donations to purchase food for the dinners. 

Please bring your gifts to church no later than Wednesday, 

December 4. Thanks for your part in bringing Christmas Joy 

to these families! 
  

 

Mark Your Calendars   
Ladies: We have a special treat 

waiting for you—the Annual 

Christmas Tea by the women of 

the church. Begin the Christmas 

season with the gathering on 

Thursday, December 5, at 1:30 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

Invite your friends and neigh-

bors to join us for this joy-filled 

afternoon. 

November 2019 

 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart. – Psalm 138:1a (ESV) 


