December
Celebrations

From the Pastor…
Advent joy and blessings to all of you!
As we enter the season of Advent, an anticipatory time before
Christmas, ‘let every heart prepare him room,’ as we make room
in our hearts and our homes for Christmas joy.
I recently heard that the least expensive time to buy a Christmas tree is on Christmas Eve, when the price of an evergreen
tree can be as much as half the cost it would have been for all
the rest of December. The reason, of course, is that no one in
the U.S. waits until Christmas Eve to purchase and put up a tree,
however (I’m told) that putting up the Christmas tree is traditionally done on the 24th of December in Germany. We in
America do things way earlier than that.
Many of us can’t wait for the Christmas tree to arrive.
I struggle with finding the right balance in the month of December. Part of me wants to buy all the perfect gifts, put out the
Christmas letter early, bake an enormous amount of goodies.
And the other part of me wants to relax and remember that if
you have your family and your health, you have everything.
How to keep the sentiments balanced is always a struggle and
I never seem to find the perfect solution.
That’s why I landed on the theme of joy for my sermons this
Advent season. That elusive state of being, joy, is something we
want all year long, but especially in this season. We all want joy.
How do we find joy? How can we cultivate it to be a constant in
our lives? Can it be a regular feature of our daily living?
Joy often simply comes to us in the moment. But there are ways
we can cultivate joy in our lives. One way is to spend time in
quiet, looking at the lights, or remembering a happy, joyful moment in time. Another way to find joy is in a room full of family
and friends, celebrating and sharing the love with which we hold
one another. Another way to find joy is to come to worship with
people who are also seeking joy and who are finding it in their
relationship with God. Worship is a great way to find joy.
This Advent season, may you find joy—in the simple things, in
your closest relationships, in times of worship and song—so that
you can spread joy to a world sorely in need of good tidings of
great joy.
God bless us all,
Pastor Holly

Birthdays
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12-9
12-12
12-13
12-17
12-18
12-20

Carly K.
Brooke B.
Dolly A.
Derek I.
Hans B.
Nathan M.
Everyn S.
Eric R.
Derek S.
Brett H.

12-22
12-25
12-27
12-28
12-31

Lucas P.
Lily A.
Buck B.
Chevelle F.
Jane R.
April W.
Dave F.
Al J.

Anniversaries
12-17

Mike H. & Jane D.
Don’t see your special date?
Please let Michelle in the office know.

Thank You

Thank you to all of you who turned in
your Estimate of Giving cards in November. Thanks to you we are able to
continue to plan for ministry into 2019
and know we can count on you to
keep us building bridges to Christ’s
love. We are so grateful for your gifts
and faithfulness!

Pop Tabs, Box Tops,
and Ink Cartridges
Benefit Wyoming
Elementary

Thanks to all who have been bringing
their pop tabs, Box Tops for Education
and used ink cartridges from your
computer printers. We have been
bringing them to Wyoming Elementary School where our contributions
are added to all the contributions
from families around the community.

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. -Isaiah 7:14

Christmas Eve Offering

As we go into the season of Christmas, we are reminded that God sent his
son, Jesus, to serve, not to be served. Love, kindness and service to others
is our focus, too!
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and Costa Rica.
First: as we heard last spring from Charlie Strong of Strong Missions in
Costa Rica, “Since 2004 Strong Missions has been working on construction
projects including churches, public schools, homes for the poor,
orphanages, children’s parks and additional projects requested by local
community leaders.” Rev. Strong speaks of helping children get an
education to break the cycle of poverty, helping them have a chance to
attend preschool/kindergarten and offering extra-curricular activities to
help older children stay interested in school and out of gangs (only 40% of
Costa Rican youth graduate from High School). Strong Missions is already
seeing a difference in the youths’ increased self-confidence and fitness,
better grades and behavior, etc. They continue to organize sports, martial
arts and fine arts programs so that young people have a strong foundation
for future success. They also help with community garden programs so
families can grow food for their own use and to share. Their vision is “A
Latin America where a dignified life is within reach for every family.” Dave
and Jan F. are leading a mission team going to Costa Rica in January and
will bring our Christmas offering money to help this important work.
Second: UMCOR is often the first one in and the last
one out of any given disaster area. UMCOR helps
with immediate needs of food,
clothing and shelter after a
tragedy (hurricanes in Florida and
the Carolinas and wildfire
devastation in California) and
stays to help the community
rebuild. The U.S. has been hit by
four category 4 hurricanes in
the past two storm seasons,
the most in 150 years of records.
Once the wildfires of California are
contained, they will still be at risk for
mudslides.
Pastor Holly is challenging us to consider
giving to the Christmas Eve offering
an amount equal to the amount we
spend on all our Christmas gift giving
this year. Donate at any time during
December with your cash or checks
to Wyoming Church, marked
‘Christmas Offering.’ May God lead
you to be generous as you bless
others as you have been blessed!

Christmas
Tree
Decorating
Party!

You are invited to
help put up the
church
Christmas
trees in the Fellowship Hall and the
worship space on
Saturday, December
1 at 9 a.m. Goodies
provided!

Unidos en Cristo
Give yourself the gift of a renewing
weekend, and sign up for an
Unidos en Cristo (UEC) weekend in
North Branch. Weekends are Feb.
7-10 (Men’s) and Feb. 14-17
(Women’s) and will be held at
Main Street United Methodist
Church. UEC weekends are a powerful way to renew your faith and
be reminded how great God’s love
is for you.
A number of people from our congregation have experienced UEC
or Walk to Emmaus (the United
Methodist spin off of UEC) and any
one of them would be happy to
talk with you about their experience: Aastuens, Freemores, Hebrinks, Muellers, Rylanders, Pietruszewskis, Donna K., Linda R.,
Lois S., and Jessica S.
We already have one member of
our church going on the women’s
weekend. Please talk to Denny and
Nancy, our UEC liaisons, and get
signed up today! The weekend
costs only $40 and if that cost is a
barrier to you, please know that
we will cover the cost for you. For
more information, please visit
unidosencristo.com.

Wyoming UMC cordially invites you to our Annual

December 2018
on Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.
It will be a time of fellowship, singing of Christmas
carols, food, and fun as we prepare together for the
Christmas Season.
Donations will be accepted for Joy Bells-- our 23rd
annual outreach to children in the community who
may not have a blessed Christmas without our help.
Wyoming UMC, 5459 E. Viking Blvd

|

Joy Bells

Joy Bells Ministry continues this year as we give gifts and a food basket to families in
need at Christmas. We have received the names of families from the Wyoming and
Linwood Elementary Schools and people and groups from the church have already
“adopted” a family and are buying Christmas gifts for the children. The church
provides a basket of food with everything needed for Christmas dinner. If you’d like to
make a cash donation, please designate it to ‘Joy Bells’ and we will use it to help
purchase the food. Contributions need to be received by Friday, December 7. Thank
you for shining the light of Christmas love in the lives of these families!

651-462-5276

Christmas Pageant

On Sunday, December 16th, we will have a no-rehearsal Christmas Pageant for children
and youth and maybe even an adult or two! We ask those who are participating to
come at 9:30 a.m. on that Sunday and find a costume to become an angel, a shepherd
or a wise one. As the service progresses, Mary and Joseph, shepherds, angels, and wise
ones will come forward and gather around the manger as we sing songs of Christmas.
Bring your kids and grandkids for this fun time. After the pageant portion of the
service, the kids will be dismissed to get out of their costumes and celebrate a birthday
party for Jesus! Come and see what fun this will be!

Christmas Eve Worship Service

Our Christmas Eve 5pm worship service will be a traditional service of Lessons and
Carols as together we welcome the Christ Child into our hearts. This is a perfect time to
invite friends and family to come with you, to sing the well-known songs of Christmas
and light individual candles as we celebrate the one who brought light into the
darkness.

She will bear a son,
his name

Jesus,

and you shall call

for he will save his

people from their sins.
-Matthew 1:21

Worship Services
in December
For Advent this year, we’ll be
talking about joy—joy in our
lives, joy to the world. Judgment
comes to us easily, but so does
joy if we make room for it. So
this December, make room for
joy, come and prepare in your
hearts and minds room for the
Christ Child, room for joy!
December 2:
Christmas Joy:
Even in the Darkness
Habakkuk 3:17-19
December 9:
Christmas Joy:
Especially for the Poor
Luke 1:39-53
December 16:
Christmas Joy:
Which is Invisible to the Eye
Matthew 1:18-24
December 23:
Christmas Joy:
Of Good News
Luke 2:8-20
December 24:
Christmas Eve Worship 5 p.m.
December 30:
Questions You’ve Always
Wanted to Ask
Luke 2:41-52
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