From the Pastor…
I am really enjoying this Reading Buddy program at Wyoming Elementary School. Though I’ve not been at it long, I
can see all sorts of benefits I have gotten from being a
Reading Buddy. And I have already felt like I have made a
difference in the life of a child.
Each Reading Buddy is paired up with a teacher in the
school and the teacher guides them as to who they will be
reading with and what they will be reading. My first session
with the kids as a Reading Buddy, the kids were sent out one
by one into the hallway to sit at a table there with me.
When the kids meet with me, they are shy at first, but soon
they warm up to me. We work on vocabulary words and
writing, using those words in a sentence, and reading a book
together and then talking about what the book was about.
We talk about our lives and how we have experienced
something like what we read about in the book. It is a long
way from the “Run, Spot, Run” days of my youth.
We work with hardworking, dedicated and compassionate
teachers who truly care about their students and seek to
bring out the best in them. It’s been awhile since my kids
were in elementary school and when they were, I was too
busy to enjoy it or volunteer in their school.
Now that I have the freedom to spend time volunteering I
can see what a difference it makes to have someone in addition to the teacher helping the kids to learn some of the
basics.
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Thank you to the Missions Team for proposing that the best
way to connect with the school would be with a Reading
Buddy program, and to the principal, Curtis Slater, who has
been very open to the idea and making the connection between teachers and Reading Buddies.
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Jeremy & Hannah S.
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If you want to hear more about Reading Buddies, be sure
and talk to one or more of the following: Donna K., Karyla P.,
Jane D., Joyce M., or Lois S. And if you like what you hear,
consider joining the Reading Buddy Team!
Holly

* If you do not see your special date,
please let the office know!

Stitch n’ Rip Quilters

Join the Praise Team

Did you know that all sorts of people come on
Wednesdays to quilt at our church? Anytime
between 9 and 4:30 on any given Wednesday you
can see women from Linwood, Mendota Heights,
Lindstrom, Eden Prairie, Scandia, Forest Lake,
Chisago City, Anoka and Wyoming. They are
connected via email and Facebook and phone
and in person due to their love for the fabric arts.
Anyone is welcome to stop in or to come for an
hour or two or seven and enjoy the company of
fellow quilters. Some come to knit, too.
Sometimes it’s only four or five people in the
Fellowship Hall, sometimes the women number to
15 or 16. Come and see!

Do you love to sing? Do you like contemporary music? Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to sing in a rock-and-roll band?
Here is your opportunity! Jeremy, our music
director, is looking for singers and musicians
to join the Praise Team, which leads our
opening music every Sunday except the
third Sunday of the month (Guitar
Guys Sunday). Rehearsals are Sunday morning
before worship. If you are interested, please
talk to Jeremy on Sunday or call the office
(at 651-462-5276) with your best contact information and Jeremy will contact you.

Follow God’s example; therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. ~Eph. 5:1
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New Pathways Family Hosting
We are privileged to host New Pathways families beginning Sunday evening,
January 29 through Sunday morning, February 5. As of the writing of this article we were only short on a couple of volunteer spots. If you want to serve or
want to learn more about serving, please contact Linda R.

The Costa Rica Report!
The mission team that went to Costa Rica from January 17
to February 3, will be sharing news and stories and their
witness to God’s great love in action as they share what
they experienced during their trip to Costa Rica. Sunday,
March 5 during worship we will hear the mission trip report from those who went and then join together in a
potluck meal following worship. Please mark your calendars and plan to come to this Mission Sunday.

Mission Team News:
Please continue to be in prayer for the Homeless Family Shelter to be
opened in Hugo through Forest Lake Area Mission for Families (FLAMF)
working with the St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church Community Resource Center. A lease agreement has been forwarded to the St. Paul Archdiocese for
their approval. The congregations of St. John’s & St. Genevieve Catholic
Churches are ready to house the families in the former rectory of St. John’s
Church in Hugo. The Community Resource Center has applied for a grant
to re-wire and re-plumb the entire house to bring it up to code. If the funding is awarded, it will be dispersed in July.
Once everything is up and running, it is our hope to continue to host the
New Pathways families two weeks per year (as we have been doing for several years) as well as host at the Hugo shelter two weeks per year. Hosting
in Hugo will have the advantage of no set-up or take-down, no driving
families elsewhere, no cooking and overnight hosts will sleep in a real bed!
The shelter will hold a maximum of 10 members of the homeless community. Your Mission Team believes that your hearts are big enough to include
this new opportunity once it gets started. We are the hands and feet and
hearts of Christ!

Worship Services
in February
We live in a conflicted
world. It seems that whenever we turn on the news we
hear stories of oppressive
power, protests and putdowns. Is there any room in
this world for compassion
and love? Where do we find
our hope? Where can we find
joy? This month we turn to
joy, for “the joy of the Lord is
our strength (Nehemiah
8:10).” Join us for the month
of February as we discover
where to find joy, what keeps
us from joy and how to bring
joy to others.

February 5
Finding Joy in a Conflicted
World: Embracing Joy
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
February 12
Finding Joy in a Conflicted
World: Obstacles to Joy
Matthew 5:21-26
February 19
Finding Joy in a Conflicted
World: Suffering
Job 1:1, 2:1-10
February 26
Finding Joy in a Conflicted
World: The Gift of Being
Alive
Mark 12:41-44
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Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ~Colossians 3:1

